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Dear ir, Dunn,

T haeve to thank you for your Itwess —ad
ehruary enclosing a memorandum on "Total Wa d Total

¢ivil Collaboraetion" prenared by Lr, Swaln, Forestry
Cormissioner.

I have read this with considereble interest and
am of the opinion that meny of the suggestions put forward
by Iir. Swaln are not only practicable,but desirable.

As you are awere, the Commonweslth Government has
laid 3t dowvn that, in the event of an enemy landing, all live-
stock, industry, crops, foodstuffs, etc., should be ruthlessly
destroyed. To orsanise o do this presents a problem of the
first magnitude and, in view of ¥r. Swain's Interest in the
matter, I propose, with your concurrence, to appoint a sub-
comnittee of three, with himself as Chairman, to work out a
scorched esrth plan which will be dove-tailed in with the
plans for evacunation of livestock and industry which will be
prepared by the Bxecutive of the War Hffort Co-ordination
Committee in collaboration with the various authorities and
organisations.

’ T understand that Kr. Swaln has been approached,
unofficially, by the Secretary of the Wer Effort Co-ordination
Committee and has indicated that, if invited,he would be willing
to serve in this capacity despite the fact that his duties are
already very heavy.

I am convinced that lMr. Swain could render very worthy
service to the State alons the lines I have indicated, and I
should be glad to hear from you as soon as possible that you
have no objection to him doing so. :

Yours faithfully,

Pr m.ip T

The Hon. W.F. Dunn, ¥.L.A., .
linister for Agriculture & Forests,
SYDNEY.
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Dear lr. Swain, ' <D e

The Secretary of the State Var Effort Co-ordination I
Committee, Nr. W.S. Howerd, informs me thet he has spoken to . |
you in regard to the matter of esteblishing a small sub-committee
of three to undertake the formulation of plans for putting Into
effect n comprehensive scorched earth policy, should thet ever
bocome necessary, and thet you have intimated to him that yom
would be willing to accept the chairmanship of such a svb- (
commi btee which, besides yourself, would consist of senilor '
afficers of the Lflitery cnd Police Torces respectively.,

Tn view of the importance of this task srd of the
vrrent reosssity for plans being evolved just as soon as they
can be and.submitted to me for approval, I am very glad indeed
to now that vou have found it possible to undertake this duby
in addition to the very heavy responsibilities which at present
rest upon you as Forestry Cormissioner.,

I tand from Mr., Howard that the Commissioner of

lir, ackay, hes updertaken to make evallable as from |
randay next, th February, to serve on your anb-committee, |
Tnspechtor Standen who, in nddiktion to other qualities, has a very '
wide country experience, r. Howard also reports that arrange- [
ments heve been made with the Army antrorities to furnish a
anitehle Staff Officer. |

rolice,

In referring to the body of three which will handle this '
joh as a sub-committee, I do &0 only because it wlll be neceasary |
for you ond your colleaguss to work vary closely wlth the Executive
of the Wer Bffort Co-ordination Committee which 12 hendling the i
eveenntion of Industry and livestoele, T am informed that your
opinion is that everything possihle should be =aved rether than
destroyed, and this is =a point of view with which I am thoroughly
in sccord, But, in order to ensure that this may be made vossible |
nnd alzo that we shonld be thoroughly prepared ruthlesaly to
destroy enything which may be impossible Lo evacuebe, 1t is .
vitally necessary that the closest co-operation should exist between
your sub-commlttee and ‘the Executive of the State War Effort Co-
ordination Committee,

The task you are faced with 1s a vast one and, in -
consequence, I should like to feel that 1t is being proceeded with |
with the utmost possible expedition. I should be glad, therefore,
if you could find i1t possible to arrange for the first meeting - -
of yvour sub-committee just as soon as you can do so, To this i
end T have instructed the Secretary of the War Effort Co-ordlnation
Committee to inform both ithe Commissioner of Police and the Militar%
guthorities that the men they have appointed to act with you should
be ready to meet with you at any time from Monday morning next '
onwards.

Yours falthfully,

U
Prgmier.
Pl

Forestry Commissioner, Y
" The Forestry Commission of N.S.W.
44 Marvrgaret Street,
SYDNEY,
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The Hon. W.JdsMcKell, MeLoAep
Premlier of B,S8.VW.,

QIDNEY.
Dear Mr. MgKell,

I acknowledge your letter of 18th Feb-
TUAYY » 1042,
. I acoept the responsibility you have
placed upon me.

The first meeting of the Sub-Commlittee
took place this morning at 9 a.m. I attach a copy of
the unconfirmed mimites of that meetlng. The second
meeting will take place tomorrow, the 17th, at 9 a.m.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgdy B.H.F, 8Wasd

Commissloner.
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Mr. B. . 7. Swain, who holds this authority, is the
Chedman of the special 3Sub-0 mmwtcee which has been annointed
by the Sovernment to nlan a "scorched-earth" policy to be
adopted in the event of threatened invasion.
Thne Sub-Committee consists of

o, Cominissioner for Forests - Chairman.

ia Darracks.
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Inspector 4. i . Standen, Hegent Street Police Station.

It is essencial that every assigtance and the fullest
co-operation should be alfiforded to the sub-Comrittes and sach
individual member oi the Committee,

1 desiro ranment Departments and Podles
their ciTicer 2ry rerber of the public oif whom
Szawn requires i o or assistance will furnish that

LLon o1 assistance wuthout hesitation or guestion and
matbers on Mmich Lr. Swain or other merbers of the
*ttee are cngaced as of vital vrgency and reguiring

ediate atiention.

I ifeel that i will be gsufiicient to ohtain
the maximm of co- onerquion iror anyone whiom IT. Swain or his
collesagues may apwnroach

'
fypmier.
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